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Seven young members of NIDA CM — Mahammad Azizov, Bakhtiyar Guliyev, Shahin
Novruzlu, Rashad Hasanov, Rashadat Akundov, Uzeyir Mammadli, Zaur Gurbanli were

detained on bogus charges.

The Grave Crimes Investigation Department under the prosecutor general’s office arrested the
activities under 228.3 article of the Criminal Code (illegal purchase, transfer, selling, storage,

transportation and carrying of fire-arms, accessories to it, supplies, explosives).

The National Platform expresses its concern over politically motivated arrests intensified in
Azerbaijan in 2013, especially unreasonable detention of youth activists of NIDA civic
movement. The National Platform considers that the allegations against these youths are
intended to silence their public-political activeness, to intimidate other young activists and
discourage their involvement in political and public activities. Generally, these arrests are
targeted to restrict the civic activity and freedom of assembly in the country and stifle public

initiatives through repressions.

Therefore, the National Platform is calling the Azerbaijan government to put an end to
unreasonable accusations against youths, especially members of NIDA CM, comply with the
standards required by the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental

Freedoms and other international commitments, and immediately release the detainees.
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